Thumb pick for guitar 



Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a thumb pick put on the thumb and used 
when playing a guitar. 
Description of prior art 

A thumb pick used for playing a guitar is, for example, used for base 
running rendition, three finger rendition, and also for five-stringed banjo, 
resonator guitar, steel guitar and the like. As the quality of the thumb pick, use is 
made of plastics such as celluloid or the like, metal, tortoiseshell or the like. 

A conventional thumb pick is made by integrally forming a nail portion for 
touching the strings and a fixed portion for winding round the thumb. Therefore, 
the thumb pick is disadvantageously displaced due to heat generation and 
perspiration of fingers at the time of playing. Further, as the size fitted to the 
finger is selected from ready-made thumb picks for use, a little bit tight thumb 
pick is used for not slipping out of the finger, and the ready-made thumb pick 
sometimes hurts the finger. Therefore, a thumb pick having the structure of 
winding round and fixed to the finger is proposed in Japanese Utility Model 
Publication No. 54-151326. 

Such thumb pick is provided with two large and small picks on both sides 
of a belt, and an entry for inserting one end portion of the belt is provided at the 
other end portion of the belt, and at the time of use, one end of the belt wound 
round the thumb is inserted into the entry, and a protrusion protruded on the 
side face of the belt is engaged to the entry and fitted. Such thumb pick is, as 
described above, integrally formed with a pick for touching strings and a belt 
wound round the thumb, and the pick and the belt are of the same quality. 

As a result, the preferable quality as a pick for twanging the strings 
cannot be different from that as a belt. For example, the preferable material as 
a pick should have hard and strong quality such as celluloid, metal, tortoiseshell 
or the like for twanging the strings. On the other hand, the preferable material 
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as a belt should have soft quality for winding round the thumb. Thus, the 
preferable qualities of the pick and the belt are functionally contrary to each 
other, so that when a pick and a belt are formed with the same material, a 
material which is suitable for one is selected or a material which compromises 
both functions to some extent is selected. 

The material which compromises both functions means in a sense that 
both functions are lowered. 

Further, when the belt wound round the thumb is fitted to the base end 
portion of the protruded pick, resilience of the pick is damaged, and a proper 
amount of resilience of the thumb pick used for a long time cannot obtained. 
That is, the protruded pick is continuously formed to a base end portion of the 
pick, and the base end portion is integrated with the protruded pick for widely 
adjusting resilience of the pick. 

However, if the base end portion of the protruded pick is fitted by the belt, 
resilience of the base end portion is not transmitted, resilience as usual is lost, 
and convenient use is extremely worsened. 

Further, as an excess shock is added to the finger with the thumb 
pick, there is the possibility of anxiety of hurting the finger. 

Further, after passing through the entry provided at the base end portion 
of the pick, the belt is kept by winding round the side face of the thumb. 
However, at the thumb pick, the base end portion is an important portion for first 
picking operation for making contact with the strings together with adjustment of 
resilience of the pick. That is, in order to tough the strings with the thumb pick 
by vibration, first, there is an action of touching the strings with the tip of the pick 
after depressing the strings at the base end portion of the pick. In this case, if 
the face of the base end portion does not flat, a guitar cannot be well controlled, 
and the so-called quailing sound is generated. This kind of sound should not be 
generated as possible by a performing method, or becomes necessary sound to 
some extent, so that control of the strings by the base end portion of the pick is 
extremely important. Therefore, if the belt is wound round the end base portion 



of the pick, vibration of strings cannot be controlled at all, and there arises such 
a problem that the use as a thumb pick of a guitar is extremely difficult. 

On the other hand, JP 2002-41031 discloses a belt type Koto plectrum. 
This belt type Koto plectrum is provided with a belt having adjustable belt for 
winding round a finger, and a non-slipping pocket is provide inside of the belt, 
and Koto is played by inserting the root portion of a fingernail tip into the pocket. 
According to this belt type Koto plectrum, the plectrum is not off or loosened 
during performance, and there is such an advantage that angle and depth of 
fitting the plectrum freely and easily. 

As this belt type Koto plectrum is formed with a belt and a nail piece as 
separate bodies, it is possible to select the material suitable for respective 
functions. However, the Koto plectrum is used, in case of putting it on three of 
the thumb, by opposing to the first finger and the middle finger of real nails, 
respectively. 

Therefore, the Koto plectrum and the thumb pick are entirely different 
from each other in basic construction, and it is a problem that the belt type 
plectrum cannot be used as a thumb pick. 

Summary of the Invention 

Now, the present invention is created for settling the above problems 
inherent to the conventional technique, and an object thereof is to solve such 
disadvantage that the position of a thumb pick is displaced by heat generation, 
perspiration and the like of fingers during performance, and to provide a thumb 
pick for a guitar by making the optimum picking for each kind of performing 
styles of the guitar. 

The thumb pick for a guitar of the present invention is characterized by 
comprising a pick body and a belt body for fitting the pick body to a finger, 
wherein the pick body is integrally extended from the base end portion made in 
contact with the thumb to the protruded portion for picking the strings, the belt 
body and the pick body are formed as separate bodies, and both end portions 
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of the belt body are adjustably connected to the pick body. 

In the above thumb pick for a guitar, it is preferable to provide a cut bent 
from the protruded portion to the base end portion of the pick body, to form a 
substantially tongue-like connecting piece on the inside of the cut, and to 
detachably connect the connecting piece to one end portion of the belt body. 

Further, it is preferable to form a bent portion at the end of the base end 
portion of the pick body along the side face of the thumb, to provide an 
engaging protrusion protruded from the end portion of the bent portion, and to 
adjustably connect the end portion of the belt body to the engaging protrusion. 

According to the thumb pick of the present invention, the pick body 
fixed to the belt body can be used without damaging resilience between the 
protruded portion and the base end portion, and the strings can freely be 
controlled by the base end portion. 

Brief explanation of the drawings 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the mounting condition showing 
an example of the thumb pick for a guitar according to the present invention, Fig. 
2 is a side view of the thumb pick for a guitar as well, Fig. 3 is a plan view of the 
pick body, and Fig. 4 is a plan view of the belt body. 

Detailed description of preferred embodiment 

An embodiment of the thumb pick for a guitar according to the present 
invention is explained by referring to the accompanying drawings. 

As shown in Fig. 1, the thumb pick comprises a pick body 1 of the 
material suitable for the strings of a guitar and a belt body 2 for fixing the pick 
body 1 to the thumb. The material of the pick body is properly selected from 
plastics hitherto used as conventional thumb picks, metals, tortoiseshell and the 
like. On the other hand, the material of the belt body is preferably soft, heat- 
resistant and adaptable to fingers such as silicon resin, nylon and the like, but it 
is also possible to select the other material such as natural materials such as 
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leather and the like. 

The pick body 1 has, as shown in Fig. 2, a fundamentally flat face as an 
operating face, and a base end portion 1B made into contact with the thumb is 
integrally connected to a protruded portion 1A for picking the strings. Further, 
there is provided a cut 1C bent from the protruded portion 1A to the base end 
portion 1 B of the pick body. 

A substantially tongue-like connecting piece 3 is formed on the inside of 
the cut 1C, and to this connecting piece 3 is connected the end portion of the 
belt body 2 (see Figs. 2 and 3). The cut 1C is for adjusting resilience of the pick 
body, forming a substantially horseshoe shape by extending an open end 
portion from the bent portion adjacent to the protruded portion 1A to the 
direction of the base end portion, and therefore, the longer the cut is formed 
along the longitudinal of the pick body 1, the more soft resilience is obtained. 
The cut 1C can optionally be changed such as a substantial U-shape, <-shape 
and the like other than the substantial horseshoe shape of the illustrated 
example. Even in either case, the open end portion of the bent cut 1C is formed 
to direct to the direction of the base end portion 1B. Further, the shape of the 
connecting piece 3 also becomes a tongue shape along the shape of the cut 1C. 
It is further possible to form the cut 1C and the connecting piece 3 by changing 
their shapes. 

In the cut 1C is juxtaposed a cut auxiliary line 1 E at the open end portion 
of the cut 1C for adjusting resilience in reply to each player's preference as 
shown in Fig. 3. The cut auxiliary line 1E is formed with a plurality of 
perforations in substantially sewing seams, and the player himself can extend 
the cut 1C along the cut auxiliary line 1 E. It is further possible to provide the cut 
auxiliary line 1E by making the pick body 1 thin. The connecting piece 3 formed 
within the cut 1C is made by giving no damage to resilience of the pick body 1 
(see Fig. 3). That is, resilience of the base end portion 1B together with that of 
the cut 1C is maintained as the pick body is fixed by connecting the end portion 
of the belt body 2 to the connecting piece 3. 
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A connecting hook 3A is projected on the inside of the bent end 
portion side of the illustrated connecting piece 3, and a connecting opening 2A 
of the belt body 2 is connected to the connecting hook 3A (see Fig. 2). Such 
connecting structure is not limited to the illustrated example, but any one that 
can fix the belt body 2. 

On the other hand, at the end of the base end portion of the pick body 1 
is formed a bent portion 1 D along the side face of the thumb, and at the end of 
the bent portion 1D is protruded an engaging protrusion 4 (see Fig. 4). The 
bent portion 1D lessens influence on operation of the belt body 2 connected to 
the end portion of the pick body 1 . That is, operation of the flat face of the base 
end portion 1B is not disturbed by connecting the belt body 2 to the engaging 
protrusion 4 protruded from the end of the bent portion 1 D. 

The illustrated engaging protrusion 4 forms a hook, and the end portion 
of the belt body 2 is adjustably connected to the engaging protrusion 4. The 
engaging protrusion 4 is not limited to the illustrated example, but any proper 
engaging means can be adopted. 

The belt body 2 is fixed by winding the pick body 1 round the thumb, in 
which the connecting opening 2A provided at one end of the belt body 2 is 
connected to the connecting piece 3 of the pick body 1, and the plurality of the 
adjusting opening 2B provided at the other end is engaged to the engaging 
protrusion 4 of the pick body 1 (see Fig. 4). The adjusting opening 2B 
comprises a plurality of openings along the longitudinal direction of the belt 
body 2, and length of the belt body 2 is adjusted by selecting the position of this 
opening. Further, as illustrated, a plurality of the opening is disposed for 
obtaining an advantage of delicately adjusting clamping strength by the 
developed condition of these openings. 

Further, after adjusting the optimum length, unnecessary portions of the 
belt body 2 are cut off, and the thumb pick can be used as the one most 
suitable for a player. Further, the shapes and detailed constructions of the pick 
body 1 and the belt body 2 are not limited to the illustrated examples, but can 



freely be changed. 

As explained above, according of the thumb pick of the present invention, 
the belt body 2 is separately formed from the pick body 1, and both end portions 
of the belt body 2 are adjustably connected to the pick body 1, so that such 
disadvantage that the position of the thumb pick is displaced by heat generation 
and perspiration of fingers during a performance. Further, the material suitable 
for the pick body 1 and that suitable for the belt body 2 are selected, 
respectively, and each performer can use the optimum material as a thumb pick 
as he likes. 

Further, there is provided the cut 1C bent from the protruded portion 1A 
to the base end portion 1 B of the pick body 1 , and the substantially tongue- 
shaped connecting piece 3 formed within the cut 1C is detachably connected to 
one end portion of the belt body 2, so that even if the pick body 1 is fixed to the 
belt body 2, elasticity of the protruded portion 1 A and the base end portion 1 B of 
the pick body 1 is not spoiled, and the elasticity of the whole pick body 1 can be 
used for a performance. 

Further, as the bent portion 1D along the side face of the thumb is 
formed at the end of the base end portion of the pick body 1,the engaging 
protrusion 4 is provided by protruding from the end portion of the bent portion 
1D, and the end portion of the belt body 2 is adjustably connected to the 
engaging protrusion 4, the optimum mounting suitable for the finger of a 
performer becomes possible. 

As a result, even with long use, a disadvantage of hurting the finger is 
dissolved. 

Further, as the engaging protrusion 4 is protruded from the bent portion 
1D of the pick body 1, and the belt body 2 is connected to the engaging 
protrusion 4, the belt body 2 does not disturb an operation of the strings by the 
base end portion 1B of the pick body 1, and it can be handled in the same 
manner as the conventional thumb pick, and any picking suitable for each kind 
of performing method becomes possible. 
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